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as defined in 16 U.S.C. 470, or any cul-
tural items defined in 16 U.S.C. 30001;

(e) Apply to, or require a permit for,
casual collecting of a rock, mineral, or
invertebrate or plant fossil that is not
protected under the Act;

(f) Affect any land other than Na-
tional Forest System lands, or affect
the lawful recovery, collection, or sale
of paleontological resources from land
other than National Forest System
lands; or

(g) Create any right, privilege, ben-
efit, or entitlement for any person who
is not an officer or employee of the
United States acting in that capacity.
No person who is not an officer or em-
ployee of the United States acting in
that capacity shall have standing to
file any civil action in a court of the
United States to enforce any provision
or amendment made by this part.

§291.4 Preservation of existing au-
thorities.

The regulations in this part do not
alter or diminish the authority of the
Forest Service under any other law to
manage, preserve, and protect paleon-
tological resources on National Forest
System lands in addition to the protec-
tion provided under the Act or this
part.

§291.5 Definitions.

Act means Title VI, Subtitle D of the
Omnibus Public Land Management Act
on Paleontological Resources Preserva-
tion (16 U.S.C. 470aaa through 470aaa-
11).

Associated records means original
records (or copies thereof) that docu-
ment the efforts to locate, evaluate,
record, study, preserve, or recover pale-
ontological resources, including but
not limited to paper and electronic
documents such as:

(1) Primary records relating to the
identification, evaluation, documenta-
tion, study, preservation, context, or
recovery of a paleontological resource,
regardless of format;

(2) Public records including, but not
limited to, land status records, agency
reports, publications, court documents,
agreements; and

(3) Administrative records and reports
generated by the permitting process

§291.5

and pertaining to the survey, exca-
vation, or other study of the resource.

Authorized Officer means the person
or persons to whom authority has been
delegated by the Secretary to take ac-
tion under the Act.

Casual collecting means the collecting
of a reasonable amount of common in-
vertebrate and plant paleontological
resources for non-commercial personal
use, either by surface collection or the
use of non-powered hand tools, result-
ing in only negligible disturbance to
the Earth’s surface and other re-
sources.

Collection means all paleontological
resources resulting from excavation or
removal from National Forest System
lands as well as any associated records
resulting from excavation or removal
from National Forest System lands
under a permit.

Common invertebrate and plant paleon-
tological resources are invertebrate or
plant fossils that are of ordinary occur-
rence and wide-spread distribution. Not
all invertebrate and plant paleontolog-
ical resources are common.

Consumptive analysis means the alter-
ation, removal, or destruction of a pa-
leontological specimen, or parts there-
of, from a collection for scientific re-
search.

Curatorial services and curation mean
those activities pertinent to manage-
ment and preservation of a collection
over the long term according to profes-
sional museum and archival practices,
including at a minimum:

(1) Accessioning, cataloging, label-
ing, and inventorying a collection;

(2) Identifying, evaluating, and docu-
menting a collection;

(3) Storing and maintaining a collec-
tion using appropriate methods and
containers, and under appropriate envi-
ronmental conditions and physical se-
curity controls;

(4) Periodically inspecting a collec-
tion and taking such actions as may be
necessary to preserve it;

(5) Providing access and facilities to
study a collection;

(6) Handling, cleaning, sorting, and
stabilizing a collection in such a man-
ner as to preserve it; and

(7) Lending a collection, or parts
thereof, for scientific, educational or
preservation purposes.
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